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Trie newly proposed werking at height
regulations ane not just for the Health
and Safety Depanment. Housing and
procurement managers must ba
aware of their implications when using
vold securty,

Mew Health & Safety Executives
(HSE) mgulations covering working at
Firight could be impremenied this
Cictober. They aim to satisfy tamets for
improving safety and the implementa-
tian of the European Union's
Temporary Work at Height Directive. In
hewsing, one area of sarvica that will
be affected by these changes on a
daily basis i& void security mstallations,

The installation of heavy steal secu-
rity shutters has always been a safety
risk, mat ealy for the installars but also
for residents In the neighbourtocds,
Pushing a 2m wide and 1,5m high
angle-iron steel screan up & ladcder 1o
the second storey of a void in high
winds and sometimes in darkness
should set anyane's heart racingl The
riaks are chvicus, Falling from height
due 1o the ladder slipping, cver-bal-
aneing, falling through flat roofs or bay
windows - and any fall has tha
prospect of the steel security screen
falling back cnto the installer. Injunes
are commanplace as each oparative
could carmy out @ dazen Installations or
screen removals each day, Tiredness
and the elements becama a big factor
and possibly its litthe mare than luck
that, despite several serious injuries,
no fatality has ocourred - yet,

Thie draft Working at Haight
Reguiations and Guidance aim o tight-
an up this tpe of high-risk operation,
Howeavear, i © essantial that housing
ard procurement staff understand the
Implication of these regulations as they
effect tandered service speclications,
redponses and installation times and
propartes which can be sacused at
gecond starey level or aoove,

For example, whan comparing the
Imwest cost bid in a tender process, s
it commeszially wiabls for the contrac-
tar 1o have three operatives - twe up
lackders - offering the steel screen up
te the wincaw with a third an the
inside securing the screen with back-
bars? Presently this activity s normalty
conducted by vold taams with only
b operatives, However, to strictly
comply, five oparatives coukd ba nec-
essary with two axtra operatives "foot-
irg’ the lacders.

\What about the use of safer access

anuipment such & tower scaffalds?
Do the specified responsa timas take
into account the contractars require-
ment to conduct risk assessments anc
inspect ‘workplaces'? Can the con-
tractaor anchor the screen to pravent it
injuring the operative or public showd
it fall ¥ The list goes on,

The new reguiations will make this
prooess harder for both the contracior
and landlord - but safer.

Key changes to consider are the
requlations reference to fragile sur-
faces’, Bay windows and flat rocts are
& useful support for operatives when
installing stesl screens but that sur-
tace is liable ta fall, The limits of ‘fore-
seeable Inading' may not inchude twe
165t fitters holding up a 50kg screenl
And the roof i3 unlikely to be water-
proal having taken that load. So
anather repair bill and @ dissatisfied
new tenant,

The orgoeing requiremant to prevent
falling ohjects dictates that screans
must be prevented from falling during
the installation and throughaut the void
period, Mormal installation mathods
reautt in soreens baing manually car-
riad up 1o the vold window, The screen
i thean secured using the back-bars o
tha void window by compression ard
its weight alone, Howeyes, weaks aftar
installation and in high vwinds these
scresns can work lcoss with potentially
fatal consequances.

Vioid contractars can work smart to
pvercome these regulations. The prop-
ar use of ropas, winches and other lifi-
ing ecuipment car eliminats or min-
imige fhe welght an operative must
balance when ascending a laddes.
Ladders can be anchared laterally to
the building - if the landlond s pre-
parad to accept the olacing of fixings
I the brickwerk, Some contractons
utilise lightwelght screens for second
storay installations 2o ramoving much
af the risk,

The rew regulaticns must be wel-
comed as they should maka the void
sacurty cperatves life safer.. and
leriger. Thi orus i upon the landioed
te let realistic contracts for this high-
flsk work considering what level of
FRSOUACE 18 commenzially and opena-
ticnally acceptabla,

Above all, the veid securty contrac-
tors should work togather to sat out
gacd practice for second storey instal-
lations while it can still boast being
“fatality free’, W
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